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We’ll cover your aft, too!

By Joyce L. Miller
Lake Sun

LAKE OF THE OZARKS -
Jack Moser has had a rough
start in life. He is one of the
hundreds of thousands of ba-
bies born too soon and in
many cases too small. 

Although he weighed in at
six pounds at birth, he was
about five weeks premature
and spent nearly four months
in the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at the University of Mis-
souri Hospital and Clinics in
Columbia, Mo., for treatment
of internal abdominal disor-
ders.

This year, Jack and his fam-
ily are serving as ambassa-
dors for the annual March of
Dimes campaign to prevent
premature birth. By joining
with the March of Dimes,
families like Jack’s hope to
make a difference and raise
awareness of the need for re-
search.

Some days are better than
others for Jack but they are all
a cause for celebration, ac-
cording to his parents, Bill
and Tina Moser and his older
sister, Jordan.

The family resides in Lake
Ozark and has spent the last
10 months readjusting their
lives to juggle the demands
and needs of Jordan, 4, and
Jack. 

For Bill and Tina, that
means working opposite
shifts so one of them is al-
ways home with the kids,
making certain Jack gets the
care he needs and still trying
to find time to be like other
families. 

Jack was born without a
large colon and a condition
that resulted in a shortened
small intestine. So far, he has
undergone four surgeries,
more than many people go
through in their entire life and
certainly more than anyone
expects for an infant. His
prognosis is uncertain but
everyday brings another mile-
stone for Jack and his family.

Since his birth, Bill said the

family has learned to manage
the stress and the ups and
downs that come with parent-
ing an infant with special
health needs. 

It was while Jack was in the
NICU that Bill and Tina first
came in contact with the
March of Dimes. When the
organization was looking for
an ambassador family, they
decided they could manage
to fit that into their already
busy schedules. 

Anything to help, Tina said.
“It’s difficult to convey the

trauma these babies experi-
ence. When you are at the
NICU and see them, these
defenseless little beings, it’s
heartbreaking,” Bill said.
“Some of them weigh two
pounds and are no bigger
than your hand. They are
lying in their beds with all
the lights and tubes and
their eyes covered, it really
makes you want to do some-

thing to help.”
The Mosers had hoped to at-

tend Wednesday night’s Sig-
nature Chefs benefit event for
the March of Dimes, as a
family, to tell their story and
by doing so, encourage others
to support the March of
Dimes.

But earlier this week the
Mosers headed back to the
hospital for more tests. 

Contact this reporter at
joycem@lakesunleader.com 

By Charis Patires
Lake Sun

CAMDENTON - More
than two months after un-
veiling a tax increment fi-
nancing plan before the
city’s board of aldermen,
an attorney representing
Raul Walters Properties
LLC will be sitting down
with the council individu-
ally to discuss the pro-
posal.

The plan was first
brought before the board
at a public meeting in Au-
gust.

According to Camdenton
City Clerk Brenda Colter,
other than the TIF sum-
mary, no other documenta-
tion about the project has

been submitted to the city
for their review. The meet-
ings between the board
members have been
scheduled for next week. 

The summary calls for
the reimbursement of
nearly $6.7 million in the
form of a TIF to de-
velop/redevelop a 41-acre
site off Highway 54. The
$33 million development
includes several existing
businesses including the
old Wal-Mart building.

Under state statute, a TIF
district allows a portion of
the future taxes generated
by a designated develop-
ment to pay for certain
project costs. 

By Charis Patires
Lake Sun

ELDON - Taxpayers in
the Eldon School District
are finding a welcome
surprise when they open
their personal property
tax bills.

Many homeowners
were preparing to pay
higher taxes as a result of
the reassessment year.
Assessors were reporting
possible increases be-
tween 15-20 percent in
the tri-county area. 

In response, many gov-
erning boards rolled
levies back to offset the
increase.

The school district alone
rolled its levy back 23.45
cents. 

“What I’m hearing is
that some saw a moderate
increase of 7 percent,
some saw no increase and
I’ve even had reports of
decreases in property
taxes paid,” Eldon School
Superintendent C.J. Huff
said.

Huff said one of the
concerns raised by voters
when the district was
pushing for a levy in-
crease in 2005 was the
potential for increases in
their assessment in future
years. 

“Which, in turn, would
mean a windfall of
money for local districts
and other local taxing en-
tities. At that time we ex-
plained that there are
protections in place that
would not allow that to
occur, specifically the
Hancock Amendment,”
Huff said. “What we saw

this year was Hancock in
action. It did exactly what
it was intended to do,
protect taxpayers from
substantial tax increases
as a result of large in-
creases in assessed valua-
tion.”

School districts and
other political subdivi-
sions set the levies, which
in turn determine the
amount of tax. As the
value of property in each
taxing district increases,
the governing boards can
voluntarily, or in some
cases be required by state
statute, roll levies back to
offset the increase. Each
taxing district has a max-
imum levy that has been
approved by voters.

Contact this reporter at
charisp@lakesunleader.com 

By Deanna Wheeler
Lake Sun

CAMDEN COUNTY - The clock is
ticking down to the official start of
firearms deer season and county residents
are hoping a prized, rare deer will con-
tinue visiting their backyards.

An albino deer, nicknamed Freddy, has
been reported several times throughout
the area and residents want to let hunters
know this one is off limits.

“He’s beautiful, he’s magical. It’s sur-
real to see him,” county resident Debbie
Stoller said of the snow-white deer.
“Every car that drives by just stops where
they’re at to see him.”

According to the Missouri Department
of Conversation’s Web site, albinism is a
recessive trait found in mammals, birds,
reptiles, fish and even plants. The ab-
sence of color causes the animal to stand
out against its background, making con-

cealment hard. And in the game of life,
where survival of the fittest is the rule, al-
binos have a strike against them from the
start.

“He sticks out like a sore thumb. Any-
body can see him,” Stoller said. “But I
would hate to see someone shoot such a
beautiful animal for a trophy, and that’s
what someone will see him as.”

Stoller and other residents are hoping
hunters will respect the beauty and rarity
of the deer, and aim in a different direc-
tion if Freddy crosses their path.

Because albinism is a recessive trait,
both parents must carry the gene before
it can occur in their offspring. Even then,
there’s only a one-in-four chance they
will produce an albino fawn. Based on
hunter reports, about one deer in 30,000
in Missouri is an albino, according to the
MDC.

Instead of shooting with a gun, Stoller
hopes people will shoot with a camera
and enjoy seeing such a rare animal.
She’s afraid the added media attention
will draw more hunters to the area, rather
than away.

“He’s so extraordinary to watch. I want
to see him after hunting season is over,
everybody does,” she said.

Reaching out to grasp the hand of her little brother Jack is 4-year-old Jordan Moser.  Her parents, Bill and
Tina, are serving as ambassadors for the annual March of Dimes campaign to prevent premature birth. Jack
has had a rough start to life, already undergoing four surgeries, but his parents see each day they have with
him as a cause for celebration. 

The fight for hope
Every day with baby is a blessing for the family

serving as March of Dimes Ambassadors

Photo provided

LAKE OF THE OZARKS - The tickets
sold out for the ninth annual Signature
Chefs Gourmet Dinner and Auction. The
event drew a crowd of nearly 600 people
who turned out to support the March of
Dimes and sample some of the finest fare in
the lake area.

Signature Chefs is a gourmet dinner/auc-
tion that showcases the culinary excellence
of chefs, restaurants and caterers in the lake
area who donate their time and talents to
this annual affair.

For the ninth year, signature chefs offered
their unique specialties and signature din-
ing and entertainment packages were auc-
tioned to the highest bidders.  

All proceeds benefit the March of

Dimes. In years past, the annual event
has raised more than $55,000 a year for
the organization. 

Annual event serves up
good food for a good cause

Raul Walters rep to discuss
proposal for old Wal-Mart
building with Camdenton

Second
opportunity

Welcome surprise
for Eldon taxpayers
School-tax levy rolled back to
ease assessment increases

“What we saw this
year was Hancock
in action. It did
exactly what it was
intended to do,
protect taxpayers
from substantial
tax increases as a
result of large
increases in
assessed
valuation.”

- Eldon
School
super-

intendent
C.J. Huff

Residents hope awe of albino deer stays hunters’ guns

Photo courtesy www.mdc.mo.gov

A rare sight, this photo from the Missouri
Department of Conservation’s Web site shows
just how visible an albino deer is.

See Albino, page 2 ➔

See Proposal, page 2 ➔

Deanna Wheeler/Lake Sun

Weighing her options, Karen Thornton of Karen’s
Secretarial Service decides which package to bid on
at the ninth annual Signature Chefs Gourmet Dinner
and Auction benefit event for the March of Dimes.

Keep the valuables
onboard your boat safe
from theft. Page 2

Snatched Stopped
short
Indians playoff run ends
in loss to St. Francias
Borgia. Page 14
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